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The most surprising thing of all this is, that none of the
ministers could be induced to speak a word upon the occur-
rence. Their most intimate friends continually questioned
them, but without being able to draw forth a syllable. The
ministers either affected to laugh, at the matter or answered
evasively. This was the case whenever I questioned M. de
Beauvilliers or M. de Pontchartrain, and I knew from their
most intimate friends that nothing more could ever be ob-
tained from M. de Pomponne or M. de Torcy. As for the far-
rier himself, he was equally reserved. He was a simple
honest, and modest man, about fifty years of age. Whenever
addressed upon this subject, he cut short all discourse by say-
ing, " I am not allowed to speak," and nothing more could be
extracted from him. When he returned to his home he con-
ducted himself just as before, gave himself no airs,, and never
boasted of the interview he had had with the King and his
ministers. He went back to his trade, and worked at it as
usual.

Such is the singular story which filled everybody with
astonishment, but which nobody could understand. It is true
that some people persuaded themselves, and tried to persuade
others, that the whole affair was a clever trick, of which the
simple farrier had been the dupe. They said that a certain
Madame Arnoul, who passed for a witch, and who, having
known Madame de Maintenon when she was Madame Scarron,
still kept up a secret intimacy with her, had caused the three
visions to appear to the farrier, in order to oblige the King to
declare Madame de Maintenon queen. But the truth of the
matter was never known.

The King bestowed at this time some more distinctions on
his illegitimate children. M. du Maine, as grand-master of the
artillery, had to be received at the Chambre des Comptes; and
his place ought to have been, according to custom, immediately
above that of the senior member. But the King wished him
to be put between the first and second president; and this was
done. The King accorded also to the Princesse de Conti that
her two ladies of honour should be allowed to sit at the
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